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PURPOSE
together we create a strong foundation 
for Houston to thrive

5 TO THRIVE VALUES
integrity  | teamwork  | ownership  | communication  | respect
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CHAPTER 40 - STREETS & SIDEWALKS 
ARTICLE XVII SIDEWALK AND ROADWAY OBSTRUCTIONS AND IMPAIRMENTS (MAY 26, 2004)

SEC. 40-362 
(a) it shall be unlawful for any person to place, cause, or allow any impairment or obstruction of a sidewalk or roadway, except as 
authorized by a permit

obstruction means any construction or excavation related vehicle, equipment, fence, structure, bulk waste container, building or
construction materials or debris, barricade, cone, sign, barrel, or other thing or object that is placed, planted, left or erected in or upon 
a roadway or sidewalk that would in any manner prevent or restrict public use of or access to any part of the roadway or sidewalk

SEC. 40-363 
inactivity during permit period; revocation

SEC. 40-367 penalty

(a) it is a criminal offense for any person to violate any of the provisions of this article. Every person convicted of violating any of the 
provisions of this article for which another penalty is not specifically provided shall be punished by a fine of not less than $200.00 nor 
more than $500.00; provided however that no penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty for the same offense under the laws of 
this state

SEC. 40-377 posting at impairment or obstruction site
(a) the permit holder shall post a copy of the permit at each impairment or obstruction site in accordance with the regulations issued 
under section 40-365 of this Code.
(b) in any prosecution under section 40-362 of this Code, it shall be presumed that no permit existed unless the permit is posted as 
required under subsection (a) of this section.



4

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

SENIOR PROJECT 
MANAGER

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS

SENIOR INSPECTOR INSPECTORS
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GOAL
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2 permitting

enforcement

plan reviews

inspections
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MOBILITY COMPONENTS

enforcement
written warnings
class c misdemeanor citation
permit revocation
red tags / project holds

plan reviews
traffic control plans
special events (MOSE)
contractors
inter-agency / CIP

permitting
lane & sidewalk closures
sidewalk cafes
general permits
15K permits issued annually

inspections
permitted/non-permitted
inter-agency
13K inspections
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MOBILITY PERMIT

‒ location & dates

‒ times permitted

‒ number of lanes / sidewalks obstructed

CONTRACTOR INFO

‒ metro bus / rail operations

‒ resident & stake holder notifications

‒ traffic control

‒ special conditions (site specific)

PERMIT CONDITIONS
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STREET CUT & EXCAVATION PERMIT 
NOTIFICATION

contractor assumptions
street cuts don’t cover right of way obstructions

contractor verification
notification provided
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CITATIONS
class c misdemeanors

$200-$500 fine

issued to individual (not company)

can be issued by Houston Police Department

common codes
CC1455
impair or obstruct a roadway without a permit

CC945
impair or obstruct a roadway beyond the scope of a permit

CC943
impair or obstruct a sidewalk beyond the scope of a permit

CC942
impair or obstruct a sidewalk without a permit

permits may be revoked by the traffic engineer
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MOBILITY PERMIT MAP VIEWER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How long does it take to get map updated?
Who should they call?
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WHAT WE LOOK FOR

permitted closures / non-permitted closures (visible permit onsite)

compliant with permit conditions

meets Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (TMUTCD) standards

City of Houston design standards for roadway obstructions

pedestrian & bike lane accessibility & safety
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IMPROPER SIDEWALK OBSTRUCTIONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHERE SHOULD PEOPLE CALL?
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SIDEWALK CLOSURES

sidewalk - a pathway that is improved for or 
ordinarily used for pedestrian travel

full closure - pedestrians are directed to 
the opposite sidewalk by signage and ADA 
compliant

partial closure - minimum 3' pathway outside 
CBD, 6' inside CBD, ADA compliant

covered walkways (partial) may be used during 
overhead lifts
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IMPROPER STREET CLOSURE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EMERGENCY EXCEPTION
WHO DO WE CALL?
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FULL STREET CLOSURE

contractors must provide a minimum 7-day notice in 
advance of the closure (message boards).

contractors are required to submit a sealed 
engineer's traffic control plan.

prior notification & coordination must be given to 
business, residents and emergency services 
impacted by the closure.

emergency street closures have 24 hours to re-
open the roadway before applying for a permit.
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FLAGGING TRAFFIC
flagging operations can be utilized for:

‒ controlling traffic at non-signalized intersections 
(multi-lane roadways may require lane 
reductions)

‒ controlling traffic on residential streets, all way 
stops, two-way traffic on single lane road

‒ all flaggers must have a certification certificate 
on their persons

‒ only law enforcement may control a signalized 
intersection.
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IMPROPER LANE CLOSURES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHAT DO WE DO WHEN WE SEE THIS? WHO DO WE CALL?
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LANE CLOSURES
standard times permitted for major throughfares

‒ 9AM to 4PM or 6PM to 6AM (overnight)

peak hour restrictions: 7AM to 9AM, 4PM to 6PM
‒ unless authorized by City
‒ times permitted based on various factors

• commercial, residential, schools
• traffic volumes
• type of construction

Texas Manual of Uniformed Traffic Control Devices
‒ city of Houston Standards, 1512
‒ chapter 6 of TMUTCD

bike lane detours or signage
‒ bike paths & bike lanes
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STREET CUT / EXCAVATION PERMITS
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PERMIT HISTORY

CHAPTER 40 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
ARTICLE V. – excavation in the public way

DEC 20, 2000
ordinance 2000-1115 passed

‒ control the excavation & restoration of public way
‒ maintain the structural integrity of the public way
‒ provide safe and orderly movement of vehicular traffic & pedestrians on the public way

DEC 22, 2000
rules & regulations for excavation in public way

JUN 7, 2006
amending ordinance 2006-595 passed

‒ established a schedule of permit application fees

DEC 15, 2010
amending ordinance 2010-1016 passed

‒ established an administrative fee of $25

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ordinance is divided into 3 divisions
Generally
Permits
Performance of excavation
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

MANAGING 
ENGINEER

ASSISTANT CHIEF SENIOR 
INSPECTORS INSPECTORS

SUPERVISING 
ENGINEER OFFICE STAFF

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Office Staff 
application review & scheduling

11 inspectors for street cuts, driveway & sidewalk, and private utility work in ROW




22

PERMIT TYPES

EMERGENCY EXCAVATION PERMIT

‒ City of Houston & franchise companies

‒ submits “Notice to Commence Emergency Work” online

‒ submits permit application within 24-hr (next business day) after initiation of excavation

SCHEDULE EXCAVATION PERMIT

‒ to perform an excavation (open cut and/or bore) in public way for underground utility work

‒ City of Houston, franchise companies & private contractors

‒ online submission of permit application
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‒ applicant is responsible to identify at the time of application, city project

‒ initial permit limited to 14 days

‒ capital improvement project extensions are permitted for up to 180 days per request

‒ request for time extension must be submitted prior to expiration of permit

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN PROJECT 
REQUIREMENTS
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PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

street cut / excavation permit is required when there is a need to cut, penetrate, or bore under any 
portion of the city right-of-way which is a paved street, sidewalk, or dirt/vegetation area.

lane closure permit must be obtained before starting excavation work if needed.

‒ one street cut permit is required for each street being worked in

‒ permit covers street area between 2 major thoroughfares

‒ backfilling, restoration and repairing are part of the scope of this permit.

‒ permit must be kept on premises in public view.

TxDOT ROW does not require a city street cut permit.
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PERMIT HIGHLIGHTS

‒ permit is voided if not commenced within 60 days from issuance (ord 2000-1115, sec 40-141c)

‒ 48 hours notice is required to commence an excavation.

‒ 14 days for completion unless extension is required (rules and regulations, sec 40-138c)

‒ request for time extension must be submitted prior to expiration of permit.

‒ permit is not transferable and non-refundable.

‒ no street cut permit is required for transportation project.

‒ a certificate of restoration is required upon completion of excavation.

‒ 2 years warranty following excavation completion
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PAVEMENT RESTORATION TYPES & 
REQUIREMENTS

concrete paving
‒ less than 5 years old
‒ 5 years or more

asphalt paving

sidewalk paving

ground restoration
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STREET CUT PERMIT APPLICATION

SCPS LOG-IN APPLICATION SITE:  http://gisapps.houstongims.org/scps2/home.html

http://gisapps.houstongims.org/scps2/home.html
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EXCAVATION PERMIT

‒ trees require Parks Department notice

‒ 24-hour advance notice prior to start

‒ traffic mobility permit if obstructing traffic

PERMIT REMINDERS

‒ company & contact information

‒ location of work

‒ 811 notification number

‒ completion date & authorized days of work

‒ special conditions

PERMIT INFORMATION
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STREET CUT GIMS MAP VIEWER
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CONCRETE PAVEMENT RESTORATIONS

are these examples done to city standard or not?

CORRECTINCORRECT
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ASPHALT PAVEMENT RESTORATIONS

are these examples done to city standard or not?

CORRECTINCORRECT
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ENFORCEMENT
STREET CUT INTERIM INSPECTION (WITHIN 30 DAYS OF COMPLETION OF WORK)

‒ verbal phone warning (set timeframe to correct)
‒ reinspect when company calls work is complete

‒ if not completed by end of month of set timeline, then failed

‒ failed inspection: company placed on lock-out in street cut systems and ILMS
‒ keeps the company from obtaining any other permit for work (plumbing, paving, or storm)
‒ hold keeps jobs tied to this work from being allowed to be final

11 MONTH INSPECTION
‒ verbal phone warning

‒ reinspect when company calls work is complete
‒ if not completed by end of month of set timeline, then failed

‒ failed inspection: company placed on lock-out in street cut systems and ILMS

NO STREET CUT PERMIT
‒ criminal citation for no permit (up to $1,000)
‒ criminal citation for failure to restore right-of-way (up to $1,000)

CITIZEN CONCERN OR COMPLAINT
‒ call 311



HoustonPublicWorks.org @HouPublicWorks

thank you!


	MOBILITY, Street cut & excavation PERMITS
	PURPOSE
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	STREET CUT / Excavation PERMITS
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33

